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POOR LAW CHANGES 


VERYONE who is in the least interested in 
the future of Poor Law administration must 
await with interest the report of the Royal Com- 
mission on the Poor Laws. The Commissioners 
have taken exhaustive evidence, and have studied 
the subject so thoroughly that they can give ap 
ion with no uncertain sound. The Municipal 
rnal, in an interesting article in its current 
ber, forecasts that the report will recommend 
total abolition of the existing Poor Law sys- 
the splitting up of the work in. its com- 
t parts and merging it into the correspond- 
services of the municipal bodies, and the 
ting of new departments for the few branches 
iministration which these bodies do not at 
nt touch. 

» work now done by the Guardians and Poor 
authorities would be merged in that of 
‘ounty and the county borough governing 
s. The apparent effect of this must be a 
equal distribution of justice and administra- 
At present there is a great variance in the 
of Boards of Guardians. In some districts 
administration is above reproach, while .in 
rs political and personal feelings and local 
isies seem to govern them and to warp all 

best efforts. 
‘hatever else may be the result of the change, 
to be hoped that ladies will retain seats on 
roverning bodies, as the good of their work in 


(Tilus- 








this direction is invaluable. 
desired is the suggestion that “‘ the agglomerate 
institution known as the ‘ workhouse,’ which now 
shelters old age and childhood, saint and repro- 
bate, healthy and diseased, sane and insane, would 
as such disappear, and give place to an elaborate 
and scientific system of classification.’’ How this 
classification is to be accomplished will involve 
many problems, but that reform is urgently 
needed is patent to all. Every consideration 
should be given to the welfare of the hard-working 
deserving poor, who by the stress of circumstances 
have found it impossible to provide for their old 
age; while all would agree that the habitual 
vagrant and the ‘‘ born tired ’’ should be under 
the authority of the police and of Watch Com- 
mittees in the boroughs. 

Very important also is the suggestion that the 
consum tive poor should be under the care of 
Public Health Committees of county and county 
borough councils. At present the provision made 
for consumptives under the Poor Law is haphazard 
and left very much to the discretion of individual 
parishes. So much might be done both for the 
sufferer himself and the public at large if the 
illness is recognised in its early stages and prompt 
measures are taken to combat the disease. The 
need for sanatoria to meet such early cases is 
very urgent. 

The suggestion that the infirmaries for the sick 
should also be under Public Health Committees 
would probably have the beneficial result that the 
medical officers would be kept more in touch with 
the sick poor before they enter the infirmary, and 
also after being discharged. 

The whole question of Poor Law reform bristles 
with difficulties, but at the same time it is full 
of possibilities of future development and im- 
provement. 


Very much to be 





NURSING NOTES 


Tue Roya Visit To MILLBANK. 


HE QUEEN, with the Empress of 

Russia and Princess Victoria, paid “a 
visit to the Military Hospital, Millbank, on 
Friday. They were received by the matron 
(Miss McCarthy) and the matron-in-chief (Miss 
Keer), with other officials. Her Majesty, 
who has already visited the hospital on two pre- 
vious occasions, did not come this time to inspect 
the main building, but to open the Nurses’ Home. 
Previous to going over the Home, however, she 
visited the kitchen and two or three of the wards. 
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It Nur Hor presented a very smart 
spect, t s g ined up ll the hall \ 
\ r ’ Spe Dn Vv is paid o Live whe 

I p to ttom ind bDetore ieaving 
he Ques | the new visitors It will 
) n e thy + (Queen 
that il plans 1 ssary for 
mad 
\PPI (JUEEN'’S NURSES 

L} peal wi nh ha 4] peared in the Press 
this week OI benall oO tl (Jueen Victoria Db 
subi | ] or Nurses is one which ought to 
go straight to the heart of every thinking member 
of the commu It is every day more widely 
recognised that the district nurse is perhaps the 
most potent of all factors in our civilisation for 


the better education of the working classes, the 
most powerl il influence towards the raising of the 
standard of health and sanitation in the homes 
of the country. The work of the Queen’s Institute 
has grown and spread till it has become the cen- 
sation of more than 600 district nursing 
associations in England, Ireland, and Wales, and 
nearly 200 in Scotland, employing altogether over 
1,500 Queen’s nurses; while, in addition, there 
ited county nursing associations em- 
who are trained mid- 


tral orgat 


ploying 540 village nurses, 


wives—a noble record of progress But the work 
of the Institute is crippled for want of funds, and 
that just at the very moment when, in conse- 
quence of the Midwives Act and the new enact- 
ments in regard to medical inspection of school 


children, the services of its nurses are more than 
», indeed, that the result 
backed by a special 
ightingale, whose warmest 
symp ithy has ever h the development of 
district nursing, will mean the flowing in of suffh- 
funds to banish any fear of a curtailment of 
Institute 


messag 


cient 
the national work of tk 


ASSOCIATION OF ‘‘ QUEEN’S ’’ SUPERINTENDENTS IN 
THE NORTHERN COUNTIES. 

ne annual conference was held this year 
at Rochdal and was a great success. The 
day was lovely; the papers were good, and so 
was the luncheon; and the Mayor and Mayoress 
were kind 1 gracious, acting as host and hostess 
and doing the honours of the hospitable town. 
Several of the Committee of the Rochdale Dis- 
trict N Ass ition took luncheon with the 
superintendents The beautiful rooms in this 
spacious Town Hall were much admired, and all 
the arrangements organised by the Rochdale 
superintendent wer arried through without a 
h tel 

After luncheon thirty superintendents of asso- 
ciations in the Northern Counties met in the Dis- 
trict Nur Hi t liscuss questions arising 
from the work of nursing the sick poor. 

Miss Rosalind Paget, a member of the Council 
of the Jubilee Institute, presided, and spoke of 
the great importance of the work expected of 
Queen’s nurses, urging all superintendents to 








realise that during the time spent in a trail 
home for Queen’s nurses a nurse must be tun 
out ready to adapt herself to every circumsta: 

d to cope with many difficulties. 

[he subjects on which papers were 1 
vere 

1. Is the life in a district nurses’ home 


which tends to bring out all the highest and | 
qualities in &@ woman? 

2. How far can monthly nursing be underta 
with general district nursing without the lat 
suffering ? 


3. The duties and _ responsibilities of 
‘Queen's ’’ superintendent. 
The discussion which followed was ful 


interest and suggestion, and the speaking 
general, and not, as is sometimes the case, 
to the minority. 

Miss Hughes, general superintendent of 
Queen Victoria Jubilee Institute, and the ins] 
tors joined the meeting just before the close, w 
a presentation of a gold-mounted Swan fount 
pen in a case was made to Miss Jessie Blow 

Miss Blower was for many years a Que: 
superintendent and an enthusiastic member 
the conference, and some of her friends who 
always remember her kindly sympathy and r 
help wished to show their appreciation of her 
her retirement to become matron of a large 
valescent home 


LeEcTURE COURSES FOR NwuRSES IN LEEDS 


THe course of lectures organised by the L 
District Nurses’ Association, now drawing t 
close, has proved of the greatest benefit t 
nurses attending. Primarily arranged for Qu: 
probationers taking their examinations, the 
tures have also drawn together many other nu: 
At the same time it is to be regretted that 
existence of this lecture course was not 
widely known, the average attendance having | 
smaller than might have been the case h 
formal syllabus been issued early in the autur 

In arranging the proposed course for the cor 
autumn the hope may be expressed that the 
mittee will draw up and issue a syllabus ear 
the season. For although specially drafted 
the needs of the Queen's probationers, the lect 
cannot but be of great service to district 1 
generally, especially in view of the authorit 
qualifications of the various lecturers. I: 
second now nearing its close 
Cameron, Medical Officer of Health for Leeds 
given two lectures upon the important questi: 
drainage and the removal of refuse in tow 
country; whilst Dr. Veitch Clark, Assis 
Medical Officer, has treated the subject of hy¢ 
in the fullest and at the same time most 
tical manner during his course of five lect 
Two lectures by Miss Sharples on ‘‘ The Ca: 


session, 


the Store Cupboard ’’ and ‘* Infant Feedir 
and a lecture upon ‘“‘ Sanitary Legislation ”’ 
Dr. Cameron conclude the course for this sea 


these being on Tuesdays, March 24th and 
and April 7th, at three o’clock, at the L 
Street Home. 
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INSPECTION OF 


SINGLE Nurse-CHILDREN. 

VERY interesting discussion took place at 
Midwives’ Institute and Trained Nurses’ 
(12 Buckingham Street, Strand) on Friday 


ning, March 20th, the subject being ‘‘ The In- 


ction of Single 


Nurse-Children.’’ There is 


strong objection in some quarters to the proposed 
tension of State inspection into homes where 


y 


either side. 


; one foster-child is received; and on Friday 
te 


an array of expert opinion was produced 
The case against inspection, 


ch appears chiefly to rest on the assumption 
t it might diminish the number of good homes 
ilable, on the ground that respectable women 


ile 


1 not care to be inspected, was put by Miss 


Curtis, superintendent of Queen’s nurses at Ham- 


smith. 


The other side of the question, that 


section should always follow where payment 
nade for a foster-baby, was supported by Miss 


e, superintendent of Queen’s nurses at Shore- 


An animated debate followed of an un- 
illy instructive nature, seeing that every 


cer had actual practical experience of the im- 


portant question under consideration, and it was 
ous to note how widely differing were the de- 
tions made from apparently similar opportuni- 


of judging. 
\\thered, representing Charity Organisation and 


Lady Frederick Bruce and Mrs. 


Rescue Workers’ point of view, supported Miss 
Curtis, while on Miss Bége’s side were 
Sister Alice (Dr. Barnardo’s inspector for many 

s), and Miss Philp (secretary of the State 
Children’s Association). It was noticeable that 


opposition to State inspection came chiefly 


representatives of societies which themselves 


y on efficient voluntary inspection, and there- 








HE INFANTILE 


into contact with the worst 
of case requiring supervision; while 
who come daily in touch with the 
s that are in no sense under the control of 


seldom come 


tharitable institutions, are so impressed with 


rgent need for the protection of the 70 per 
‘ single nurse-children ’’ that are outside all 
charitable agencies, that they feel State 


ction to be absolutely essential if these help- 
ittle victims of circumstance are to be given 
-chance in life. 


Martauity CONFERENCE 


‘tr the great protecting spirit which has 
to combat the appalling scourge of 


tile mortality is at work all over the country 
fully proved by the large number of practical 


mpetent men and women who came to the 
just held on infant mortality, re- 
ting corporations, boards of guardians, and 
societies from as far north as Aberdeen to 

th in the south. The value of such a con- 


ence 


could be gauged when delegate after dele-. 


ld what their association, inspired by the 
1 suggestions brought to light at the pre- 


nference, had done, and what excellent 
had been obtained In one ease the 
nfant death-rate of 172 per 1.000 had 


‘* The Education 
Duties and Functions 


77 In the first paner 


ind Mothers in the 

















of Motherhood,’’ Miss Alice Ravenhill urged that 
the only satisfactory way was to teach the girls 
not only the duties, but the -functions of mother- 
hood. The great function of perpetuating life 
should be presented to them in the last year of 
school life in an impersonal and biological setting 
as a sequel to nature study. This knowledge 
would lead later to an awakening of the responsi- 
bilities that the function involved. They must 
not be allowed to get their information from the 
filthy lips of ignorance or vice. 

This paper looked to the future, but the next, 
by Alderman Benjamin Broadbent (Huddersfield) 
dealt with the present—the work for the education 
of the mothers. His scheme is well known to 
all nurses, and the great saving in infant life 
which it has brought about, not only in his own 
town but throughout the length and breadth of 
the country, as testified by the many speakers 
who followed, could not fail to be a source of 
congratulation to its instigator. In the course of 
the discussion, it was stated that the School for 
Mothers at St. Pancras had opened a new depart- 
ment, a School for Fathers, with very good 
results. In Lancashire, where the mothers have 
difficulty in getting to these schools, the mid- 
wives had helped the work considerably by distri 
buting leaflets on the feeding of infants. It was 
very gratifying to note the unanimity of the 
meeting in favour of the extension of the Infant 
Life Protection Act to one-child after 
hearing Miss Zanetti’s excellent paper. 

Miss Boileau, M.A., and M. Henri Coullet 
Paris (who, unfortunately, was unable to be pre- 
sent to read his paper), considered the best means 
of helping the pregnant and nursing mother below 
the ‘‘ poverty ’’ line, and both countries agree 
that one of the best means is to feed the mother 
Later papers dealt with ‘‘ Infant Mortality as 
affected by Habits of the Parents,’’ by Dr. Hope 
and ‘‘ The Regulation and Control of the Manu 
facture and Sale of Foods and Drugs for Infants,”’ 
and will be reported in this journal next week 


cases, 


THe Drrectory NURSES 

We learn that the scheme suggested by Mr 
Sydney Holland for the establishment of an 
Official Directory of Nurses has been embodied in 
a Bill which was read a first time on the 18th 
inst. in the House of Lords, supported by Lord 
Balfour of Burleigh. The suggestion, it will be 
remembered, was to publish an Official Directory 
giving the mere record of a nurse’s training, but 
of course, not guaranteeing its value in any way 
The Bill is supported by the Central Hospital 
Council, but we do not consider the members of 
the nursing profession have been sufficiently con 
sulted, as they should be in a matter directly 
affecting them and their work The chief points 
of the Bill will be found on p. 259 


OF 





\ SLENDER acquaintance with the world must 
convince every man that actions, not words, are 
the true the attachment of friends; 
and that the most liberal professions of good will 
are very far from beir 9 the surest marke of it.- 
GEORGE WASHINGTON 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TEST- 
ING THE BLOOD PRESSURE! 
By CuHartes J. Wuirsy, M.D. CAanrTaB 


os larger for testing the arterial blood- 
I 


essure are no new invention, but those 
hithe rto | roduc d have been too complex and too 
little portable to win much favour for any but 
consulting-room uses One of the best of 
these, the Riva Rocci sphygmomanometer,? con 


sists of a hollow armlet connected by a rubber 
air-tube with a mercury reservoir, into which 
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See 


HILL AND BARNARD’S SPHYGMOMETER 


dips a graduated glass tube. By pumping air 
into the middle of the rubber tube the hollow 
armlet (applied above the patient's elbow) is dis- 
tended and so tightened as to compress the 
brachial artery, while the mercury is at the sam« 
time forced up into the graduated glass tube 
When the pulse at the wrist is no longer per- 
eptible, the height of the mercury, read off on 
the scale, gives the systolic pressure in the 
brachial artery. A similar principle—measure- 
ment of the pressure needed to obliterate pulsa- 
tion within an artery—underlies the construction 
of a sphygmometer recently introduced by Messrs. 
Hill and Barnard,? small enough to be carried 
in the waistcoat pocket, by means of which the 
systolic pressure can be tested with as little ex- 
pense of time or trouble as the temperature by a 
clinical thermometer. It consists of a straight 
glass tube, 34 inches long, graduated in milli- 
metres of mercury from zero up to 250. By in- 
serting the open lower extremity of the tube in 
water and unscrewing a metal cap which closes 
the upper extremity, a fluid meniscus is intro- 
duced into the tube When the 
upper level of this column of water 
is at zero, and the metal cap at the 
top screwed tight, an inflated rub- 


tead before the Bath and Bristol 
Branch of the B.M.A. 

* As modified by Mr. P. L. Mummery. 
Made by T. Hawksley, 357 Oxford 
St., W 
Made by J. Hicks, Hatton Garden. 








ber ball is attached by a short length of tube 
the open lower extremity of the glass tube. T’ 
rubber ball is pressed down upon the radial art: 
with the palm of one hand, while a finger of 
other hand feels the pulse on the distal sid 
the ball. When the pulse s no longer percept 
the upper level of the water in the tube 
the systolic presure in the radial artery. 

For hundreds of years we have been feeling 
pulses of all our patients, but beyond the act 
rate and rhythm of the heart-beat how littl 
to be learned by feeling a pulse. A very few 
periments have satisfied me that it is imposs 
to estimate within fifty or sixty millimetres 
pressure within a given artery by the una 
sense. I have not always been right even it 
presupposition that the blood-pressure was | 
or low. Everyone knows how impossible it 
estimate the temperature by the unaided se 
and the difficulty of estimating the blood-press 
is, I should say, distinctly greater. A very sn 
pulse often gives me the impression of being ea 
obliterated, but on measurement the tension n 
prove to be above the average. Others n 
perhaps, be more skilful in estimating differe: 
of pulse-tension, but I do not believe that any 
can avoid making serious mistakes who habitu 
relies upon the sense alone. 

The normal average pressure in the arteries 
young men is stated to be 110-120 mm. Hg 
the standing, and 100-110 mm. Hg. in the re 
bent, position. The pressure, however, varies 
greatly, is raised or lowered temporarily by 
many conditions, that any such statements ar 
be taken with reservation. I should myself 
inclined to regard any blood-pressure between 
and 140 mm, as about normal for healthy ad 
during the daytime; any pressure below 120 n 
as low; and any pressure above 140 mm., in ‘ 
absence of an obvious temporary cause (¢ 
violent exertion), as high. But as the major 
of my observations have naturally been m 
upon persons out of health, I may, of course 
mistaken. If the pulse-rate and blood-pressi 
of a healthy person be taken first in the verti 


and then in the recumbent position, a slig! 


difference in the readir 
{) will be noted, the fall 
1] the pressure being d 
probably not to any d 
ference in the force 
the heart-beat, but 





THE RIVA ROCCI SPHYGMOMANOMETER. 
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repeat the observation. 


rdation of its action and vaso-motor accom- 


ition. 


Now suppose that we have a patient 
in bed, who is convalescent from some 

or other illness, and the question arises 
her he is fit to get up or not. Few questions 

a small way sometimes more difficult to 
er. The sphygmometer here finds one of its 
useful applications. Observe the pulse-rate 


the radial blood-pressure with the patient in 


ecumbent position. Then make him sit up 
The pulse-rate will, 
irse, be somewhat higher, perhaps 5 or 10 
perhaps more. That in itself does not go 
uch. If, however, in spite of distinct ac- 
tion of the heart-beat, the blood-pressure be 
wrespondingly raised, as it should be, but 
contrary somewhat lowered, the patient 
| not be allowed to get up that day. Vaso- 
accommodation is in abeyance, and the 
in spite of its hurried beats, fails to meet 
rculatory requirements of even a slight 
of posture. Heart-flurry is, in the great 
ty of instances, probably an attempt to 
nsate vaso-motor inefficiency and to arrest 
f blood-pressure. Where such an attempt 
1 attack of syncope is the inevitable issue. 
m this subject I should like to mention 
logous but somewhat more complicated 
n-test of the heart, devised by Fellner and 
er. With the patient lying on his vack 
lse is counted during sixty seconds, and, 
neously, the blood-pressure determined in 
‘hial artery. Compression of the femoral 
to the point of occlusion is then made, 
pulse-rate and blood-pressure are again 
1. It was found, by investigation of 
cases, that normally strong hearts, on 
ssion of the femoral arteries, react by an 
» of blood-pressure of from 5 to 10 mm., 
ophied supernormally strong hearts by an 
of from 10 to 20 mm. Cardiac weakness 
ited by the absence of any such increase, 
re commonly, by an actual -fall of from 
mm. Where a hypertrophied heart reacts 
rhtly, commencing failure of compensation 
inferred. 
phygmometer should find another useful 
on in cases of hemiplegia of doubtful 
y aiding the differentiation of cases due 
mbosis from those due to cerebral 
age. If the cause of the hemiplegia be 
diagnosed, a case due to hemorrhage 
carded as due to thrombosis, the treat- 
ployed is likely to be the very reverse of 
ly indicated. 
r disease, upon which, in its initial or 
phases, frequent observation of the 
ssure may assist diagnosis, is tubercular 
in any one of its protean forms. In 
ses of actual tubercular disease recently 
me, the blood-pressure has been habitually 
it is, for that matter, in many asthenic 
s; but a distinction which I believe to 
e value is, that whereas by the adminis- 
*f suitable tonics or cardiac stimulants one 
neral produce a well-marked rise of blood- 





pressure, in phthisical patients this is often diffi- 
cult and sometimes impossible. I should cer- 
tainly be inclined to investigate very carefully the 
condition of any patient of a tubercular stock 
whose blood-pressure was habitually lower than, 
say, 110 mm., particularly in the absence of any 
distinct benefit following the administration of 
suitable tonics. 

Dr. Maurice Craig, in an article on ‘‘ Blood- 
Pressure in the Insane,’’! points out that mental 
patients tend to fall under two large groups, viz., 
persons with excitement who have a low blood- 
pressure, and persons with depression who have 
a high blood-pressure. He further believes that 
the correlation between low blood-pressure and 
mania on the one hand, and high blood-pressure 
and melancholia on the other, is not merely co- 
incidental but causal. In support of this view 
he points out that the insanity associated with 
aortic regurgitation, in which condition the blood- 
is often low and ill-sustained, is, as a 
rule, of the maniacal type; whereas of twenty- 
three insane sufferers from mitral regurgitation 
he found that no less than twenty showed melan- 
cholic symptoms. In mitral the blood- 
pressure is, as a rule, raised. Not always, how- 


pressure 


disease 


ever; nor is it necessarily low in long-standing 
cases of aortic regurgitation. Acting on his theory 
of the causal relation of a high or low blood- 


pressure to a depressed or excited mental condi- 
tion, Dr. Craig treated his melancholic patients 
with erythrol tetra-nitrate, which lowers the blood- 


pressure, and his maniacal patients with con- 
tinuous hot baths, which raise it. The results 


appear to have been satisfactory so far as they 
went, but more extensive observations are wanted 
before we can admit that the abnormal circulatory 
conditions associated therewith are the actual 
causes of affective insanities. I have at present 
under treatment a young lady who is very 
suicidal, and has to be constantly watched by 
several nurses. Her blood-pressure is sometimes 
as low as 60 mm., but in this case the suicidal 
tendency seems rather to be the outcome of ex- 
citement than depression. I must own, moreover, 
that I have in practice found Dr. Craig’s generalisa- 
tion of great service to me, particularly in the 
treatment of the common cases of great jdepres- 
sion in women at or about the menopause. In 
such cases the blood-pressure is often as high as 
180 or even 200 mm., and the relief which in- 
variably follows the exhibition of bromide of 
potassium and bicarbonate of potassium (both of 
which depress the circulation) is always accom- 
panied by a definite fall of arterial pressure. In 
such cases it is a frequent but an ill-advised prac- 
tice to give the ammoniated tincture of valerian, 
and perhaps the bromide of ammonium, in com- 
bination with the potassium salts These. far 
from depressing, actually increase the force of the 
heart-beat, and neutralise the sedative effect of 
the potassium salts. They are, on the other 
hand, most serviceable for the treatment of 
neurasthenia, in which condition a low blood-pres- 


' Reprinted from 7'he Lancet of June 25th, 1898 
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| rule lf the blood-pressure 
s not lowered sulliciently—I am speaking now of 
the treatment of climacteric melancholy—by the 


idministration of bromide and bicarbonate or 


acetate ol potassium, I have found that by the 


‘ 


nitrate of potassium 


a further 


sddition Of @ lew grains ol 


ra smaller quantity of sodium nitrite, 


t cal be prod iced The emotional curve 
ilways varies with that of the blood-pressure in 
hese troublesome cases, I believe. It does not 
llow, of course, that merely by lowering the 


blood-pressure, we are curing the disease, any 


than by the administration of coal-tar de- 
rivatives we should cure enteric fever. I had 
recently under my care an interesting case of head- 
he and vert fo in an eld rly man, So severe and 
nremittent as to suggest the existence of cerebral 
mou! l'} urine was free from albumin; but 


Dr. Cave, who saw thi with me, con- 
dered that a condition of high tension, perhaps 
1 2) was th e probable cause 

of the symptoms On the next day I tested the 
ssure, and found it 175 mm., which con- 
firmed the adiagnosis He received daily before 
powder containing half a drachm of 
twenty grains of nitrate of 
and one sodium nitrite, in 
hot water. The arterial fell in a week 
to 155 mm., and the headache was distinctly re- 
ved As the improvement did not continue, he 

is, a few days later, put on salicylate of soda 
omide of potassium, and sodium nitrite The 
.l-pressure came down to 130 mm., and when 
last I saw him he was practically well. Lead- 
ing is another condition in which we should 
help from the practice of 
and mn arly all the remedies of 


lue to renal insufficier 


reaktast a 
"| 

“Milam bicarbonate, 

notassiun grain of 


pre ssure 


aterial 


pute in the treatment of spasmodic asthma— 
nitr stramonium, vinum antimoniale, 
nitroglycerin, nitrite of amyl—are such as tend 


n one way or another to lower the arterial ten- 
sion 
I have made sundry observations on the blood- 
pressure of parturient women, but not enough to 
satisfy myself completely as to the typical course 
I have, as one would expect, found it 
supernormal during the second stage, 
ind I suspect in most eases a decided fall ensues 
after delivery. But this rule, if it be 
a rule, seemed to have exceptions. I believe that 
tinct fall of blood-pressure occurring during 
1 stage, especially if accompanied by 
may be an indication for forceps 


f events 
| stin tly 


it or soon 





the second s 





liwey 
As tl ondition of pregnancy makes large 
ra d nds upon the heart and vessels, ob- 
ition of the blood-pressure therein should 
w some light on the progr osis with regard to 
ritior In the treatment of neuralgias of 
kinds, sphygmometry is again of distinct 
l importance True neuralgia, such as 
patients exhausted by malnutritior 
hemorrha or over-: rtion, is in mv 
nmo ss ted low blood 


Witl inv exceptions, no doubt. 










pressure Iron, arsenic, chloride of ammo! 
the hypophosphites, quinine, strychnin« 
perhaps digitalis, will here prove beneficial 
the neuralgia or pseudo-neuralgia symptomat 
dental abscess, in gouty or rheumatic neuritis j 


“ 


so forth, as, in short, in most inflammatory c« 
tions, hypertension being the rule, an elimi: 


y indicated I regret t! 
‘annot throw much light on the question « 
between infective fevers and blood g 
sure In a case of enteric I made many obs 
tions, but beyond the fact that the blood-pr 
was variable and, upon the whole, somewhat 
my results do not amount to much. I would 
suggest that those who have hospital beds at ; 
disposal should instruct their nurses in the 
of the sphygmometer; the records can 
veniently be charted upon the same paper a 
temperature. 


treatment is probably 


relation 





Jt 


ANTAGONISM OF DISEASES 
HE antagonism of diseases with whic 
are most familiar is their antagonism t 

cessful treatment, but Sir Dyce Duckworth, in an 
address to the Faculty of Medicine in Paris, has 
approached the subject from another and far 
different standpoint. According to this distin- 
guished physician, there are individuals constitu- 
tionally disposed to certain diseases, whose tissues 
show a marked antagonism to invasion by other 
and possibly more serious affections. He states, for 
instance, that sufferers from rheumatism or gout 
rarely contract tuberculosis, and that if by chance 
they do, the disease makes slow progress and is 
frequently arrested; in other words, the gouty or 
rheumatic constitution is of a different quality 
and is antagonistic to the tuberculous constitution 
or diathesis, as it is often called, the word dia- 
thesis indicating a habit of body or the kind of 
tissue, so to speak, which tends to develop a 
particular disease. Thus we speak of a gouty 
diathesis, a rheumatic diathesis, or a consumptive 
diathesis. 

It must not be supposed, of course, that this 
rule is of universal application, and that any one 
disease naturally antagonises all others; for we 
know that influenza, for instance, is frequently 


consideration for the methods and the doctrines 


ing some of the newest applications of s 
research as ‘‘ Bacteriology run mad 





closer he I . 


hearts in 


ar d common 


knits two 


ever can; 


GRIEF 
happiness 


far stronger links than common joys.—L 


suffer 


aN 











complicated by pneumonia, and so with many 
other conditions; but with some diseases it is 
beyond question. 

The lecturer concluded by urging a measure of 


of the older clinicians, tempered, of courss th 
ight of modern research; but he wart his 
hearers against being carried too far by the ver 
doctrines, which dealt almost entirely with the 
seed of disease to the utter exclusion of or 
sideration of the Sé il, and concluded by stis tis- 
¢ £ 
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BUSINESS TRAINING 
AS lately placed on a small committee 
urged with the duty of looking through and 


s of a number of applications for the post 


D 


] 


sistant secretary. The advertisement had 
b clearly worded, but it astonished me to find 
how tew ol the applicants, of whom there were 
gome hundreds, appeared to realise the nature of 
luties they applied to undertake; many of 
th tters gave no information of experience, age, 


y other clue to their fitness for the work. 

the readers of the Nursine Times must fre- 
tly wish to answer advertisements, it has 
struck me that, with my recent experience fresh 
in my mind, I might usefully offer a few hints. 
Ido not deny that they may seem needless to 
those whose training has taught them to be “‘ care- 
ful in small things ’’; on the other hand, they may 


be of service to others who do not always realise 
the importance of careful detail, and may serve 
to remind a few that the mass of applications 
received for any fairly well-paid appointment is 


jormous, and that those whose duty it is to con- 
answers soon have to save their own time 
and cannot be expected to read through pages of 
autobiography; they require salient facts concisely 
stated in clear writing, with the pages properly 
arra ved. 

The first and most needful advice I venture to 
offer all those about to answer any advertisement 
s strangely neglected very often; read through 
the requirements carefully, and think if you have 
he knowledge or experience necessary; if not, 
save a Stamp and don’t reply. If, on the other 
hand, your knowledge and age are suitable, and 
f you feel the work would be congenial, it is a 
wise plan to write shortly what your qualifications 
are and any other points of importance, and to 
arrange when it is possible for a personal inter- 
view. You can generally learn more of the actual 





nature of the duties in five minutes’ talk than in 
the process of writing, and you can also discover 
what are the personalities under whom or with 
whom your work is to be done. 

If you decide to apply for the appointment 
finally, do so carefully and with thought; give a 
brief history of your professional life, stating the 
cause of any long breaks that may have occurred ; 
hav ur testimonials written out very clearly, 
and recent ones only are of real use confine 
yourself to these; to have them typed is money 
well spent. Fasten your application and other 


papers together, and try to write on a uniform size 


of paper. In dealing with hundreds of letters one 
is strick at once by the ‘* well turned out ’”’ ap- 
pl n; it certainly gives an idea of time and 
th t having been taken in comparison. with 


the “‘ hurried line’’ written crosswise on small 
per, and with no details added because the 
writer was unable to ‘‘ add more.’’ I note that 
is type of writer has, however, generally time to 
AS stions—a very great mistake at the early 
st f such transactions; advertisements which 
ar mplete as regards the main points are 








hardly worth answering; those that give sufficient 
facts are worthy of a clear and explicit reply. 

If the age mentioned is, say, 25 to 35, 1t Is not 
wise to say you are ‘about 40.’ Several candi- 
lates for the post which has furnished my text for 
these notes sent photographs, but omitted to send 
any address to which they could be returned! I 
leave it to the common sense of your readers to 
imagine how forcibly a committee is struck by the 
business capacity of such an applicant. The 
weary labour of looking for work is, | know, de- 
pressing to the last degree, but it is an immense 
pity to allow our spirits to get so low that we 
become slovenly. The answering of advertise- 
ments should not be done in the midst of the 
chatter of a large family. Avoid a bad pen, a dim 
light, statements about ‘‘ the post just going,’’ and 
take a little thought as to the way in which your 
letter is expressed. The first impression of a 
letter is as important as that of whether one's face 
had been washed or not at a first interview! 

Above all, when the appointment is looming 
near, be careful to keep a copy of your letter; or, 
if you have not time for this, recapitulate the 
terms and duties clearly in your final letter before 
acceptance; if this rule were adhered to and the 
final letter copied, a great amount of later friction 
and discomfort on all sides would be avoided. 

In the matter of business training I consider our 
girls are most inadequately trained. We have to 
turn to the Victoria Continuation Schools of 
Berlin, and there we get some valuable suggestions 
for training in practical matters such as I am 
writing on. The pupils are taught to fill up a 
Lebenslauf, a useful but unknown article in this 
country, which must be supplied with every 
application for a post. It contains a suc- 
cinct and accurate account of applicant’s 
career from birth to the moment of application. 
Further, many of us are perplexed with the correct 
way in which various persons should be ad- 
dressed, the manner in which forms should be 
filled in, &c., the result is that avoidable mis- 
takes are constantly made. 

In Germany, however, all negotiations are con- 
ducted on rigid lines, and the process must be 
learnt thoroughly during school life. No exercise 
of this sort is written in a copy-book; it is, on 
the contrary, written on the proper sort of paper 
required for the application, folded and correctly 
addressed. 

I should like to see a simple plan of business 
training introduced into every secondary school. 
While we are young it is easy to learn, and to 
teach our young people only a few things at a 
time, and to teach those things thoroughly, sys- 
tematically, and practically would make an im- 
mense difference in after-life, when the habit of 
precision and neatness in all that appertains to 
business is just as essential, as it becomes easy 
through force of practice. 

My concluding remark is, try to place 
yourself in the position of the employer who is 
anxious to gain definite information of a service- 
able kind; don’t hurry; be careful to apply only 

for what you want. 
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PORTSMOUTH INFIRMARY 


ORTSMOUTH INFIRMARY is fortunate in 
having not only an excellent matron, but a 


medical superintendent whose chief concern is 
the welfare and training of the nurses. So ad- 


mirably has Dr. Charles Knott succeeded in his 
endeavours that his nurses earn the highest com- 
mendation at their periodical examinations, and 
the excellent cartoon we reproduce, which ap- 
peared in of the Portsmouth papers, shows 
what the medical superintendent has done in the 
the training school was 


one 


short ten since 
started 

One of the features of this school is the excel- 
lent preliminary training given in first aid, and 
the special attention paid to a knowledge of 
cooking. Here is Dr. Knott’s idea of what a 


trained nurse should be 


vears 


ognised that the British trained nurse 
best in the world. England is the great training 
for many countries. Numbers of young women 
endeavour to take up the occupation of nursing as a liveli 
hood whose oniy qualification is that ‘‘they always thought 
they hould like to be a nurse,” and they feel sure they 
are edapted for the calling. Their friends are equally 
sanguine, and, knowing nothing about the matter, do not 
hesitate to give them the most eulogistic recommendations. 
In the course of the first few months a large percentage 
of these aspirants fall out and feel they should like to 
be something else. The truth is, a nurse has to do an 


It is generally rec 
is the 
ground 








immense amount of hard disagreeable work and 
physical suffering and death. 


; 


A woman who takes up nursing as a career should 
physically and mentally sound, she should be well ; 


cated. In these days of scientific knowledge she 
be capable of grasping and assimilating every detail 
nected with her work. The profession of nursing req 


high moral tone combined with tact, energy, sympa‘ 


and cultivated intelligence. She must possess an 
temper, for at times she will be sorely tried by 
thoughtless selfishness of patients and their friends 
the other hand, her toil will be lightened by the fact 
she is appreciated and beloved for all her goodness 
self-sacrifice. She must be a gentlewoman in the hi 
and best sense of the word, whether she comes f: 
cottage or a mansion. 

During her probation she has been learning all u 
sciously the lesson of self-sacrifice, proving that s 
made of the material that will go to blind destr 
at humanity’s command, and call it simply ‘* Duty ”’ 
all. Such, thank God, is the British trained nu 


Portsmouth Infirmary has had many inté 
ing people in its wards and many notable vis 


of whom Dr. Knott may one day write a volur 


of recollections; but at present his work t 
combined with his private practice, leave 
little time. 

Dr. Knott is chief surgeon of the St. J 
Ambulance Brigade for Portsmouth and Dis 
In the successful development of the tra 
school he has been most ably assisted by 
H. W. Morley, the resident assistant m« 
officer. 
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A Pleasant yet Reliable 
Natural Mineral Water 


A Help to Nurses and Nursed. 


Nurses who have Arabella Water at hand avoid all the dangers 
of constipation in their patients. 

Arabel'a Water is a pure natural mineral water. It is bottled 
at the famous Health Springs at Kelenfold, near Buda-Pesth, and 
possesses a superiority to other natural waters, as great as is their 
superiority to evaporated salts and manufactured aperients. 

Its notable wealth of salines ensures complete and regular 
action of the bowels without griping and without shock to the invalid or delicate woman. Its equally 
notable freedom from the usual repugnant bitterness makes it acceptable to the invalid when all other 
aperients are refused. Another great feature of Arabella Water is, that for women and children and 
for those of irregular or sedentary habits, it offers the advantages of a dependable, pleasant corrective, 
with perfect freedom for the rest of the day. 

Medical men are using it increasingly in the cure of constipation, biliousness, dyspepsia and kindred 
ailments, and as an effectual treatment for many disorders of the liver and kidneys as well as for gout. 

The relief Arabella Water affords to those in charge of difficult or engrossing cases has only to be 
experienced once to secure it a perinanent place in Hospital or Home. 


FREE COUPON TO NURSES 


who have not employed Arabella Water. Send this to us with your 
professional card, and we shall be happy to send you a Sample Bottle 
of Arabella Water, with analysis and data, gratis and post free. 


\rHos. CHRISTY & CO., 4, Old Swan Lane, London, E.C. j 








“SCOTT’S Emulsion for Asthma.” 
“Derived great benefit.” 


“Readily taKen.” 


—_—. ———., Glasgow, April 11th, 1906 
“ Dear Sirs,—I have great pleasure in speaking of the great benefit I derived 
from the use of SCOTT'S EMULSION in a little patient of mine who ts 
EVIDENCE:  soubled with Asthma. Though we had the greatest possible difficulty in getting 
him to take any kind of medicine, he nevertheless readily took the Emulsion and 

was fond of it” 
J am, &¢., 
—_— ——,, ..B., Ch.B.Gias., 2.S.A,, 


Mem. Glas. M.C. Soe. 


Lottle, with formula, free te any physician, surgeon, or certificated nurse desiring to test SCOTT’S EMULSION. 
SCOTT & BOWNE, LTD., to and 11 Stonecutter Street, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C. 
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THE MORTIMER AMBULANCE, wit! 


removable stretcher 









The lightest and most comfortabl 





ambulance made 








STRONG nig CARRYING CHAIR, made of Steel Price, d&e., on application 
an W iterproot I'v is upplie dsite the Met ope liti 


_ Asylum a CATALOGUE FREE 


1S 3; weight 14lb 


Price @2 28 © ON APPLICATION. 










































33 x 36, MORTIMER STREET (sisi. Hota , LONDON, W. , 
95 GeRRaRD Telegr TING, Lonpc ¢ 
HOLLAND’S (Patent) INSTEP SUPPORT 
FOR TIRED & ACHING FEET. 
m n areal men supplied to 
numerou ih firmaries throughout tl sitiee dom. 
oe valuable FOR FLAT FOOT. 
Price 5s. 6d. and 6s. 6d. oer eal pair. P 


Can be worn in any boot or shoe Invaluable for th« 
whose prote ion itails continuous standing 


HOLLAND & SON, 46, South Audley Street W. 


FREE TO NURSES. 
A Free Sample Tin of 


D®: RIDGE’S FOOD 











SPECIALLY RECOMMENDED FOR 


and a most Useful Booklet will be LADIES NURSING 


forwarded to any Nurse sending a 
postcard for same. veieneeees, -- -~ mcmama 


Inva on INVALUABLE FOR NURSES. 
2 ni f septa = wack Of all Wine Merchants and Licensed Grocers. 
RIDGES ROYAL FOOD MILLS, Dept. 5, LONDON, N. DUNCAN GILMOUR & CO., L' 
SHEFFIELD. 
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WOMAN’S WIDER WORLD 


HE regular inspection of school children’s 

teeth is carried out in many places in Ger- 
iny. The Municipal Council of Berlin has de- 
d to establish a permanent dental institution 
school children in its suburb, Charlottenburg. 
re will be a head dentist and two assistants, 
h yearly salaries of about £240 and £120 re- 
ctively. Very probably one assistant will be a 
man, so that if the example of Charlottenburg 
lowed by other schools, a new and suitable 
| of employment would be open to women. 


aby Frances Baurovur presided at the annual 
ting of the Women's Local Government 
ety the other week. Owing to the short time 
elapsed between the passing of the Bill 
bling women to serve on municipal councils 
the elections for the same, few women candi- 
s were prepared to come forward; but the 
lts so far were very satisfactory. Dr. Ship- 
is in charge of a short Bill, which. if passed, 
ld widen the field of eligible women candi- 
s. By it a year’s residence in the borough 
ld qualify for election, and this would bring 
ried women within the scope of the Act. 


ue Committee of the women graduates of the 
ttish Universities, who their lawsuit in 
Court of Session, claiming as members of the 
ersity councils the right to vote for the Par- 
entary representative of their university, are 
in a position to carry their appeal to the 
se of Lords. The women graduates will 
iselves plead their cause. 


lost 


HE progress that the methods of the militant 
fragists have made was fully demonstrated by 
success of their meeting in the Albert Hall 
week, when every saleable seat was occupied ; 
the collection, including the proceeds of a 
denial week, amounted to £6,751, gathered 
m all classes of the community. It was further 
ed at an open night debate at the Hardwicke 
ety, when the motion ‘‘ That the grant of the 
rage had been indefinitely postponed by the 
nt methods of some of its supporters,’’ intro- 
d by Mr. McCall, K.C., and brilliantly op- 
1 by Lady Frances Balfour and Miss Christa- 
Pankhurst, was lost by 166 to 191 votes. 





are glad to welcome the first number of 
l'iaki, the journal of the nurses of New Zea- 

The title is a Maori word, meaning ‘‘ the 
lian ’’ or ‘‘ the watcher.’’ News is given of 
of the various organisations; the 
s of Wellington, under their Private Nurses’ 
ition, and at Dunedin, under their Trained 
s’ Association, are combining for mutual 
Some helpful examination questions and 
rs are given, and articles from the pens of 
ties on the specified subjects. The journal 
published quarterly, and the subscription 
luring the first vear It is under the care 
: Maclean 


progress 


Government Inspector of Hos- 





LEGAL ANSWERS 
By a Barrister-at-Law. 


[Readers desiring the advice of a barrister on any legal 
points will be answered in this journal free of charge, the 
only condition being that the coupon Lecat, which will be 
found in the advertisement pages of the current number, 
be attached to each question.] 


N.B.—As we cunnot guarantee the appearance of answers 
immediately, we have, at the wish of several correspon 
dents, arranged to send an answer by post on any urgent 
matter within three days of the receipt of the inquiry, pro- 
vided a postal order for 2s. 6d. be enclosed 

A Disrricr Nurse.—The fees you are entitled to for 
giving evidence depend on the character in which you 
give such evidence. An ordinary witness, if a female, 
and testifying to facts only, is entitled, for ‘‘allowance,”’ 
to a sum varying from 2s. 6d. to 10s. 6d., according to 
her station in life; but if a person deposes to matters 
requiring professional skill and knowledge, and possesses 
such skill ana knowledge, then he is entitled to charge on 
the basis of a professional person, and in this case the 
allowance would be from lds. to £1 Ils. a day. But I 
do not suppose wat a nurse would be allowed the same 
rate as a “‘protessional’’ person, but she could fairly 
claim to be bracketed with accountants, auctioneers, and 
clerks, who are entitled to an ‘‘allowance’’ of from 7s. 6d. 
to 15s. a day. In addition to these amounts, a witness 
is entitled to a sum for ‘“‘travelling expenses,’’ which, 
of course, must represent the sum actually and reasonably 
paid by such witness. 

Atvina.—You cannot marry again unless you obtain a 
divorce from your husband on grounds which, in your 
case, would be adultery and desertion; or unless you 
obtain from the court an order for presuming the death 
of your husband. If you have reason to believe that 
your husband is not dead, even though you have not 
heard of him for over nine years, it is obvious that you 
cannot move for the presumption of your husband's 
death. On the other hand, there seems to be evidence 
of your husband’s adultery, and there is clear evidence 
of his desertion. These being the circumstances, your 
proper course is to bring a petition for divorce. You 
cannot re-marry without committing bigamy so long as 
your husband is living, if he has not been divorced from 
you. The Editor of THe Nursinc Times could recom- 
mend you a solicitor should you require his services. It 
is impossible to say what the cost of obtaining an un- 
defended divorce would be. So much depends on the 
circumstances. It has been done for less than £20 in 
many cases; but I cannot say what yours would cost, 
as I have no facts on which to base an opinion. 


Nurse Bertie.—If you wish to communicate with the 
Public Trustee, you should apply to him at the office of 
the Public Trustee, which is at 3 and 4 Clement’s Inn, 
Strand, W.C. The Public Trustee will act alone or with 
other trustees. You may also appoint him executor 
of your will or executor and trustee; and you may appoint 
him as an Ordinary Trustee or as Custodian Trustee. 
As Custodian Trustee he would have charge of and be 
responsible for all securities and documents of title 
relating to the trust property, which would otherwise 
have remained in the custody of the Ordinary Trustee. 
That is to say, while he would, in this case, share with 


the others the duty of managing the trust estate, he 
would alone have the custody of your property. 

F. B.—You do not say whether the agreement was 
entered into between yourself and Mrs. C. and her (al 


leged) partner, or simply between yourself and Mrs. C 
If it was entered into with the two as partners, you can 


bring an action against either partner; if only with 
Mrs. C., then you must bring the action against Mrs. C. 
Your claim would be for the return of money obtained 


by fraud, and the facts you mention, if you can sub 
stantiate them, would be suificient evidence of the validity 


of your claim. The woman in question will probably 
be out of prison in a week or two, if her conduct has 
been reasonably good in prison, and you should lose 
ne time in bringing your action. You will require a 


elicitor to put your case in order. 
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NOTES FROM GLASGOW 


\ ISS LANDLES, of Ruchill Hospital, is to be sym 
1 pat d with, if only for the protracted ordeal she 


is s passing through After long-continued friction in 
the hosnit followed by the inquiry before the Hospitals 
Com € there ame the Local Government inquiry, 
fror hich, according to one member of Glasgow Town 
Coun the matron was the only person who emerged 
with reait The matter has now been remitted back to 
the Hospitals Committee, a somewhat farcical procedure 
which allows them to sit in judgment upon themselves. 


In spite of all the evidence that was taken by the Com- 
missioners, the committee has thought it mecessary to 
examine Miss Landles again, and this was accordingly 
done last week. Among the many columns of comment 
and criticism that have appeared in the local Press, the 
one voice that has not been heard is that of the matron 
So far all that is known of her position is to be gathered 
from her replies to put by the Commission, 
and this cannot be taken as a full and fair representa- 
tion of her case. We hope to present this later, but the 

t moment, when the matter has been referred back 
to the Hospitals Committee, is not one for comment on 
the position of the matron The statement made by a 
effect that the assistant matrons had 
tuchill is incorrect, as we 


questions 


contemporary to the 
resigned from the post at 
pointed out two weeks ago 


Ar Be lere Fever Hospital, under Miss Aiken, there 
has. hapnily, been no friction, although the strain from 
overwo! as in most hospitals during an epidemic) has 
sometimes been terrible. In Belvedere there were 700 
cases measles, and in Ruchill 300, and a similar com 
parison applies throughout the hospital. Yet, in the one 

use there was a complete breakdown, while in the other 
the nursing staff proved equal to the strain 


ScanDaL seems to be, unhappily, in the air in Glasgow 
hospitals at present, and the latest trouble, which is 
financial, and in which, happily, none of the staff are 
involved, is in connection with the Royal Infirmary 
Arrests have been made in connection with the alleged 
embezzlement of £10,000 from the funds of the institu- 
tion. The money is the interest of a sum left to the 
** Royal.” It is said that the lawyets who have been 
arrested did not notify the ‘‘ Royal” of the bequest, but 
retained the interest. It has been an open secret in the 
city for some time that a large sum of hospital money 
was involved, but every effort was made to hush the 
matter up, and the arrests came as a surprise 


ALTHOUGH it is frequently said that there is friction 
where women work together, there is a growing feeling in 
Scotland that the employment of men doctors in hos- 
pital wards does not always conduce to friendly feeling 
among nurses. Paisley Parish Council is the latest to 
approve of a lady resident, and ladies only are invited 
to apply for the post of house surgeon for its hospital 
asylum and poor-house. The salary offered is £110 a 
year, with board and apartments. 


In some respects the year that has just closed has not 
been a prosperous one for the district nursing in connec- 
tior with St. Elizabeths Home, Renfrew Street, Glasgow, 
and the result is that there is a deficit of £3 6s. 8d., 
which has been made up from the private nursing funds. 
The number of visits paid to the sick poor during the 
year was 22,215, and cases treated numbered 1,701. On 


the other hand, the private nursing has been very suc 
cessful. Last year the number of nurses in the district 
was reduced to eight, but, in spite of the deficit in the 
funds, it has been decided to add three more nurses, 


bringing the number up to eleven 
matron, and her 
{ 


Miss Whyte, the 
issistants make the most generous efforts 
heavy work among the poor, and 
spare themselves in any way, as may be seen 


fr f visits they pay as well as from the 
work on behalf of the annual sale 








CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL AND ITs 
“ LODGERS” 


STATEMENT has appeared in one of the lea 
A daily papers to the effect that there has been fri 
between the nursing staff of Charing Cross Hospital 
the R.N. Orthopedic nursing staff at present worki 
the same hospita!. The friction (it is further stated 
from the tact that the Charing Cross nurses complair 
the occupation of so many beds in the hospital b; 
orthopedic patients is greatly hindering their own 
motion, as there is not enough work in the rest « 
hospital to occupy the whole of the senior nurses 
paragraph also states that the arrangement has k 
‘discontent’ on both sides. These statements are 
ously misleading as to the real attitude of both nu 
staffs, as authoritatively voiced on their behalf by 
respective matrons. An interview with Miss Heather | 
matron of Charing Cross, reveals the fact that, but f 
occupancy of these two wards by orthopedic patients 
would remain empty, as is the Victoria Ward at 
moment. ‘This ward, not being fortunate en 
to have secured lodgers, so to speak, is being used 
lumber room. Indeed, according to Miss Heather | 
it would be impossible for Charing Cross Hospit 
nurse its full complement of beds without increased 


commodation for nurses. The two staffs naturally ar 
which is only 1 


present 


allowed to overrun each other’s wards, 
and proper. They share the same dining-room, and a 
quite naturally nave their own tables 

Miss Pinsent, matron of the Orthopedic, has 
the commencement of the arrangement spoken most 
fully of the kindness and courtesy extended to her 
and her nursing staff by the Charing Cross staff. 

No one knowing the real difficulties of carrying thr 
a piece of work in two hospitals, as it were, could ref 
from a tribute of admiration and a sedulous avoid 
of adding to such difficulties by making untrue and u 
statements likely to injure both hospitals. 





THE CONCENTRATI( 

CAMPS 

N appreciation of the Boer character—different f: 
A the reports so recklessly spread during the r 
unhappy war—was given by Miss Mary Monkhouse 
trained nurse, at a social circle at the Van Brakel | 
lery, Albemarle Street, W., last Saturday. 

Miss Morikhouse, who was formerly a matron of 
East London Nursing Society, and has had wide exp: 
ence, went out to South Africa as a relief worke: 
the Concentration Camps, but found there so n 
neglected illaess that her work consisted, above all, 
nursing. She found the Boers to possess charn 
manners, great patriotism, and love of independence ; 
the camps the Boer women, though often penniless, 
fused to take pay for making garments for the childr 
Nor was the war entered upon by the Boers in a sg] 
of bravado; many of the men who voted for war did 
with tears, but independence to them was more tl! 
life, and honour more than anything. 

Miss Monkhouse found the camps in a terrible st 
ravaged by measles diphtheria, scurvy, and enteric, 
so hard was the work that on one occasion, when she 
ill with fever, three of four doctors, and six out 
seven teachers were also ill. The. mortality was terril 
25 per cent. of the people died in one camp, and wor 
often lost all their children. Supplies were hard to 
and little could be done for the patients. It was pleas 
to hear that in the absence of supplies, our soldiers of 
shared their food with the Boer women and child: 
The sickness was almost inevitable when such |! 
members were herded together with no proper sanit 
knowledge, and many of the children, from the far: 
had never been ill before, and so took infection eas 
There were no children under two years of age 
alive, and very few babies were born alive. Miss Mor 
house also helped to train some of the Dutch girls 
good family as assistant nurses. 

The Social Circle has afternoon and evening meeti 
for lectures and debates on social, artistic, or liter 
subjects; full particulars may be had of the Director 
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ELEPHONES— 


I 
BATTERS FA | 





Dainty Garment 
for private use. 













+ # 
LL WOOL FRENCH DELAINE BLOUSE. 
lvory with Sky, 
and Black 
ind with 


Lace motifs. Créme ground 

and Black spots, and Navy 

White spots. Also Créme gro 

y, Navy, and Black checks 
4/11}. Postage, 4d 


turned if not approved. 





Eighteen Magnificent Shops, well stocked with new and 
reliable goods at keen competitive prices. 


BURNLEY, 


March 2nd, 1908 


Messrs. HoLpRon, 


Will you kindly forward me by return post 
five of your Special Nurses’ Aprons, price 1/11}. 
I purchased two Aprons from you recently 
which you sent to ind they really are 


5 me, 
marvellous at_the « 


ost 


Yours truly, 


Nurse G 
March Sth, 1908 
Sir, 
Please find enclosed P.O. for Cloak I am 


more than delighted with it in make and also 
material, and have never seen a Cloak to equal it 
for the money 
Yours truly, 
NuRSE CHAMBERS, 
Professional Nurse. 





The above are two unsolicited acknuwledgments 
from satisfied customers 


JAPANESE AIR CUSHIONS. 


be 
& 
% 


Pe 





No. 8.—Cire 


1/- 15 inches diameter, 


Strong and Reliable. Can be carrie 


ilar. No 


i in handbag « 


te for our Illustrated Catalogue Post Free. 


ce aes, * 


We shall be delighted to show the originals, and 
many others, to anyone 
THE NETLEY CLOA 
( ane, Sane, Sparen 
Our Special Service Cloth 


Reeded, as Ilustratior 9 in. 
12 x 10 1/3 
x] 2/- 


wr pocket. 





THE “ST. JOHN” 
LINEN CUFF. 


deep, 6j}d 


. pair 





in Tee, 
2/4 


HOLDRON, = LONDON, 








We pay Carriage on all orders value 10/- 
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Royal Pational Pension Fund for Purses. 


Patron—HIS MAJESTY THE KING. President—HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN. 
Secretary—LOUIS H. M. DICK. 


PENSIONS - SICKNESS - ACCIDENT. 


Invested Funds—Exceed One Million Sterling. 





Nurse ire Invited to join » Fund on account of the substantial and exceptional vivantages which it offers the 


lw h the a t oltar seh The following are the chief points 


The Fund is Mutual and sieaieatie Co-operative. No commission is paid to agents. 
Easy vugment of Premiums 


can pay their premiums m mthly or otherwise as best suits their convenience 





The Pund is open to ay Nurse 
Nu + can assure Pensions of any amount, commencing at any age. 
An Investment and Savings Bank. 
e entering the returnable scale can have their premiums returned to them with compound inter 
small deduction for working expenses, and after seven years even this deduction is not made. 
Additions to Pensions. 
Every tive years additions are made to the amount of Pension entered for; substantial additions may 
inticipated from these sources \s each increase is in the form of an additional fixed Pension the guarant 
amount thereby be mes greater 
Sickness and Accident Assurance. 
Poli ; are issued in connection with Pension policies assuring 5s. to 20s. a week in cases of incapa 
from work irene: siabusen or accident 


The fullest information respecting the Fund is supplied, free of all charge, by post or on personal 
application. 
l/dress» The Secretary, 
R.N.P.F.N., 
28, FINSBURY PAVEMENT, LONDON, E.C. 








PHEILiIFsS’ 


THE FINAL TOUCN 


woe T) ANATOMICAL MODELS 


FOR CLASS USE OR PRIVATE STUDY. 


EREBOS 


These Models consist of a series of Coloured PI! 
bound up with explanatory Letterpress in book form 
the parts and organs are represented by appropria 


coloured and shaped pieces of heavy paper that fold into t 
proper pl vce in the Model, so as to convey a correct 1 


SALT 


their relative size and location. The text isa condense 
“THE HOSPITAL” says:- clear description of the subject matterjof each plate 
“This compound salt is particularly 
suitable for Children.” LIFE-SIZE ANATOMICAL MODEL OF THE 
HUMAN BODY. A nictorial present n the tom " 
for as den “or ratior with 
Hand 5 By W s. I RNEA Autl f ensein Son 








77, ALBANY ST., LONDON, N.W. = retephone—2899 MAYFAIR. 


SIFFEN’S “meen” THE = MANNIKIN. educa 


il Model, with explanatory Key W 
TRUNKS for nurses. FEMALE “HUMAN ‘BODY. With explanat 
iy WLS RNE Net 4s. 


Covered Willesden | & it 1 bin 
oe es re wee SS SS Se THE HUMAN BODY (HEAD & TRUNK) vs 


RNEAUX 











THE PHYSIOLOGY OF PREGNANCY AN 


CHILDSIRTE. With 


MOUNT VERNON Hospital for Consumption, R.C.S8., Cholecs Hospital for Women. °} 


Hampstead and Northwood. “s. 
Offices: Fitzroy Square, London, W. 
CHILD. With text by D’Ar Power, M.B. (Oxon.) 

Net, 3s. 
bi hang onaterdine seen daily at th Central Out . ' { D 

Patien ment, Fitzrey Square, ) p.m 

£18,000 Needed Annually from Voluntary Sources. 
WILLIAM J. MORTON, Seere etary 


Bankers : Messrs. Hoare, 37 Fleet Street, E.C 


Telephone : No. 5585 Gerrard 


GEORGE PHILIP & SON, Lrp., 32, FLeet Street, Lt 
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AN OFFICIAL DIRECTORY FOR 
NURSES 
[E following are the chief points of the Bill now 


fore Parliament to establish an official directory of 
. 


1all be lawful for his Majesty in Council by ordez 
iblish an official directory of nurses, and to that 
provide for the appointment of an official registrar. 


rder of his Majesty in Council in pursuance of this 


vall :—(a) Indicate the particulars to be entered in 


ctory. 4b) Lay down the conditions under which 
rectory is to be kept, including the grounds on 
the name of any nurse shall be excluded from the 
ry. (c) Make provision for the imposition of 


s for furnishing false particulars or other breaches 
regulations for the time being in force. (d) Pre- 
the fees to be paid for registration, and (e) set 
ll such rules and regulations as may be necessary 
pedient for prescribing and regulating the procedure 
ition to the objects of this Act. (f) Provide for 
ointment of an advisory council to act as assessors 
purpose of enabling the registrar to decide 
rising under the order, and the order may contain 

other provisions, whether similar to the above 
which may be considered auxiliary to the objects 
Act, and expedient for carrying these objects into 


ques- 


person who procures or attempts to procure the 
n in the directory of any particulars by means 
false or fraudulent declaration, certificate, or re- 
ition, either in writing or otherwise, or who falsely 
nts that his or her name is inserted in the directory, 
e guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall on convic- 
vereof be liable to such penalties as shall be pre- 
by the order or to imprisonment, with or without 
ibour. 





[ELSEA HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN 
‘(D GLENESK presided last week at the annual 
eting of the Governors of the Chelsea Hospital 
nen, Fulham Road. The Council expressed their 
thanks to the medical and nursing staffs for their 
1 care, which had enabled such excellent results 
corded in the report. ‘This hospital, said Lord 
had more difficult cases than almost any other; 
many other institutions sent specially critical 
) this hospital; but notwithstanding the large 
ion of serious cases, the death-rate for the yea! 
1°4 per cent. This, no doubt, was largely due 
very thorough system of sterilisation, and, inci 
he sympathised with the nurses for the extra 
entailed on them, not only in the operating 
but in the wards. An inquiry had been made 
financial administration of the hospital, and the 
is so satisfactory that King Edward’s Fund gave 
£100 for the year. The Hospital Sunday Fund’s 


1d also been increased. He complimented the 
nurses, and the Ladies’ Committee, and said 
ild be delighted to learn that the Countess of 


had become president, and Lady Esher vice- 
it, of that committee. Dr. W. Hugh Fenton, 

later, alluded to the expense of sterilisa 
| made a suggestion for the benefit of those who 

King Edward’s Hospital Fund that there 
be a central depédt, from which hospitals could 

the lowest possible rates. Sterilisation, when 
was very moderate. It was already done 
n private companies, but their rates were pro 
for hospitals. Co-operation was also needed for 

instruments and their repairs. The rubber 
hich they used had to come from America, and 
34d. a pair. They ought to be manufactured in 
ntry for 2d. or 3d. each. They had been intro 

beauty doctors for complexion treatment, and 
was a reason for the high price. The clips 
h now took the place of stitches, cost 3s. 6d. 
They ought to be 6d. a gross. These things 
made at the proposed central depét of the King 
Fund. Another thing it might do would be to 
ly almoners to combine the work of several small 


bulk, 


this 





NURSES MISSIONARY LEAGUE 


“T° HE annual meeting of the Nurses’ Missionary League 
is to be held on Wednesday, April 8th, at University 


Hall, Gordon Square, Ww.( close to Gower Street 
Statien). At the morning session, from 9.45 to 11 a.m., 
Miss T. Fox, of Bangalore, and Mrs. Summerhayes, of 
Quetta, will speak. In the afternoon there will be a 
conversazione from 2.30 to 5.30 p.m nd Miss Swift 
(matron, Guy’s Hospital) will speak on “‘A Nurs High 
Vocation,” at 3.15, and short addresses will be given by 
Miss Mackenzie (S.P.G , Miss Cooper C.E.Z.M.S8.), Mr 
Marcus Wood (C I.M hy and Miss de Lasalle At the 
evening meeting, 7,30 to 9.30, the chair will be taken by 
W. McAdam Eccles, Esq., M.S., and the speakers will be 
Dr. F. Johnson and the Rev. Canon Walpole, D.D., rector 


of Lambeth. 





Q. V. J, INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 

T the recent Council meeting of the Q.V.J.I.N., 
fA Viscount Goschen was re-elected chairman, and Mr. 
Harold Boulton was elected vice-chairman for the ensuing 
year. A number of distinguished people have already 
consented to be present at the dinner, which is to be held 


on Tuesday, June 23rd, at the Hotel Cecil. Sir James 
Crichton-Browne and Mrs. Humphry Ward have both 
promised to appeal 

There are now 1,116 nurses trained, or in training, 


and fifty-three places 


The present expenses of the 


attached to the institute, where 
associations are organised. 
work exceed the income by £3,0 NU, and even now there are 
many places needing nurses, but the Institute, for want 
of funds for training these nurses, is unable to meet the 
demand. 





SERVICE 
appointments as 


E. Jac ob 


Q.A.1. MILITARY NURSING 
aa following ladies have received 


staff nurses :—Miss E. J. Barrow, Miss M 


Miss C. M. Pe arce, Miss M. I. Taylor, Miss M. J. Jones 
Postings and Transfers.—Matrons:; Miss E. Ferguson, t 
Military Hospital, Colchester, on return from South 
Africa. Sister;: Miss F. M. Hodgins, to the Queen Alex 
andra Military Hospital, Millbank, London, from Con 
naught Hospital, Aldershot; Miss L. M. Toller to Con 
naught Hospital, Aldershot, from the Queen Alexandra 
Military Hospital, Millbank, London; Miss E. C. Stewart 
to Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot, from South Africa 
Miss H. Suart. te Military Hospital, Portsmouth, fron 
Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot; Miss E. Body, to Mili 
tary Hospital, Dover, on return from Malta; Miss C 


Mackay, to Military Hospital, Gibraltar, from Military 
Hospital, Shorncliffe; Miss M. Pedler, to Military Hos 
pital, Shorncliffe, from Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot 
Appointments Confirmed.—Staff Nurses Miss K. E 
Hearn, Miss N. Parke, Miss E. K. Parker, Miss G. M 
Bennet, Miss J. Connell. 





IRISH NURSES’ 


HE annual meeting was held very appropriately on 
St. Patrick’s Day, at 86 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin. 
Mrs. Kildare Treacy, the out-going president, spoke of 
the growth and work of the society, which shows an 
increase of seventy-six members during the She 
referred sympathetically to the retirement of Miss Hamp- 
son, who has been connected with the Association for 
sO many years now. 
Before the conclusion of the meeting, Miss Ramsden 
(matron of the Rotunda), was elected president; and 
Miss Lamont, superintendent of the Q.V.J.I. in Ireland, 
vice-president 


ASSOCIATION 


year. 





THE INFANTS’ HOSPITAL 
N our recent paragraph we of this hospital as 
due to the munificence of ‘‘the late Mr. Robert 
Mond ”’; it was built and provided for by Mr. Mond, who 
is alive and well, in memory of his late wife 


spoke 
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NEWS 





ITEMS 


N lecture took piace at tne Ear Hospital in Dean 
Sti la luesd Ay, OWlng to Mr Yearsley having fallen 
4 © influenza 

* 

We regret that owing » an error of arrangement, the 
resi tion of Miss Forster, matron, H spital for Incurable 
Children, Northcourt, was announced in our ‘Appoint 
ment Colu 

Miss Macvurire, M.D., recent addressed the Dublin 
Women’s Health Association on the “Work of District 
Nurse and Health Visito: Ir the course of her 
address smongst other matters sh recommended the 
inspection of infants by nurse 

Nurse | E h won the ilver medal presented to 
nurse n t ng ir third ir Xumination at th 
S hampten Infir ! t Shir Warren Nurse Earp, 
v ned the bronze medal, was only five marks below 
t! iX which is ained b Nurse Lyle 

Nurse CREE! was this year, at the iggestion ol the 
matron, awarded the Nurses’ Prize Fund of St. Bartho- 
lomew’s Hospital for the best essay on ward manage 
ment ['welve nurses sent in essays, which were judged 


by the matron, 


the 








Miss 


tron 





Cutler), and 





a medical and surgi 
AT ar iJ tant football match at Bishop Auckland 
recently s number of nurses and others were present 
with ecting boxes heir takings were to aid Nurse 
Wood in carrying on her work of nursing the sick poor 
in their own homes. It is evident by the result that the 
pati Di va unsparing!\ to this worthy ob ject. The 
total amount collected was over £5 
As wa ynfidently expected, Miss Blomfield, matron 
yf Addenbroke’s Hospital, Cambridge, has proved the 
successful ndidate for the utronship of Queen Char 
lotte H pital Miss Blomfield vas trained at the 
London Hospital, and has since held the posts of sister at 
Queen Chat te’s matron of the East End Mate rnity 
Home for Mothers in the Commercial Road, and, finally, 
matron at Addenbroke’s Hospital 
fue Franco-British Exhibition, which will be opened 
in May, announces a special section devoted to nursing. 
Space i however, so limited and expensive that it is 
unlikely that the nursing profession will be at all fully 
represented We learn, however, that the London Hos 
pital has been offered an opportunity of an exhibit, and 
we are glad to kn that woman’s share in hospital work 
is therefore not to be neglected The cart in which Miss 
Nightingale drove about the Crimea will also be shown 
in tnis t n 
I'n " i a vel good library for the Mental 
Nur la peration ha been fort d by a present ol 
twent x volumes sent | 1 mental nurse who is now 
in Wal nd } very indly sent the books, carriage 
paid, to Miss Ha f the Mental Nurses’ Home 
which ped w soon be started Any further 
dona books of all kinds will be most gratefully 
received and acknowledged by Miss Hastie on behalf of 
the 1 I s belonging to the Co-operation 
lH I n th Falkirk Fever Hospital 
ing n | illeged iladministration has been 
issued | t tl yste of administration 
of the hospit r to May, 1907, was not satisfactory ; 
hat it sfactory in respect of failure to 
proviae add nal nursi asked for by the medical 
ff ;, that 1 management of the hospital 
by Miss Chalmer : ix and inefficient as regards dis 
ciplir i th vt ! tor The final clause, 
ho tates that the hospital as now reconstructed 
n r ed is efficient and satisfactory, and should 
those nendations in our first conclusion, which have 
not yet been adopted be brought into force, we have no 
d it t the hospital will be usefully and credit 








BLOMFIELD, 
Marylebo 
lr: 


pital 





Miss 


APPOINTMENTS 


Matron, 


, 


ne. 


East 


ned at the London H« sp 
sis@er) ; 


Knd 


Queen Cbark 


ital; Queen ( 
Maternity H 


Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge (1 


DANIELs, 
pital. 
Trained at 


Women’s 


Trained at Glasgow 

firmary, Glasgow; Gynecological Wards, 
Lockhart 
Glasgow District Asylum, Woodilee, L 


hrmary | 


matron) ; 


(assistant 
WAINWRIGHT, 
for 


‘ 
Vurs 


trict 
TAYLOR, Miss 
and Sut 
Trained at 
Fever 


sister). 


Evertncron, Miss A. Marian. 
Children. 
Bartholomew’s ; 
sister). 

Superintendent n 


Hospital 
Trained at 
Hospital, 

WILLIAMS, 

Union 
Trained at 

Hospital, 

sister) ; 

OLprieLp, M 
hampton 
Trained 


nurse}. 


Ve regret 


has just died of septic 


A MUCH 


gical 


at 
Liverpool ° 


Toxteth 
Lawson, Miss Mary G., 


Miss Lilian F. 


Hospital. 


Sister 


matron). 
Miss 
es, Dorchester 
I'rained at Pendlebury Children’s Hospital, St. B 
lomew's Hospital, and the Clapham Maternity 
pital; Jenny Lind Hospital, Norwich, Battersea 


ior 


st. 


C.M. 


158 


Jessie 


Hospital, 


Winchester 

Miss 
Infirmary 
Cardiff 


L. M. 


M. 


M. 


Unik 


(SISter) ; 


Frances 
Union Infirmary. 


ESTEEMED 


West 
West 


Matron, 


Maternity 


Derby 
Derby 


Garston 


Hospita 
H 


Cottage 


Matron, Dorset 


of the W 


Night siste 


Royal 


mn Hospital ; 


Cardiff 
M. Charge r 


Infir 
Infi 


Union 
Union 


DEATHS 
to hear that a 


worker 


sister at the 


poisoning. 


in the South I 


Association, Miss Hewlett, sister of the wel 
has passed away, to the deep regret of her fellow-w 


and patients. 


ross, 


Monsall 


L 


ytte’s Hos; 
harlotte’s 
ome ina 
natron 
Accident 


Infirmary, Liverpool 
Matron, Glasgow 


Maternity 


l, Wester: 
Weste 
ospital, La 


H 


County 


Maternity Home, Fritton Sanatorium, Nor 
Sister 
Wards, Hospital st. ¢ 
[he General Infirmary, Chester ; 
Manchester ; 


omen’s M« 
Rugby 
Mo 
Hos 


r, East L 
Hants | 
urse, sw 


Hunslet | 
inion 


Wi 


lurse, 
mary, W 
rmary 


H« 


ondon 


sondon Nu 


l-known 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 
ily to Miss Pearse, Superiniendent, | 
Offices, 


Nurse Fre 


IST, < 


2 


Corton 


Victoria 


Emba 


Road, Lowes 


nkment, 


toft, writ 


ask whether any ol our readers could supply her 
spinal chair for a poor young man (20 


paraplegia, 
being able t 


COMING 


Lecture on ‘‘ Anatomy,”’ 


Marcu 30rr 


i. 


whose only 
o obtain 


fresh 


chance 


of recove 


alr. 





suffering 
ry lies 


EVENTS 


Mr. J. 


Po! 


Miller Hospital, Greenwich, 8 p.m. (free to nurses 


Marcu 3ls 
(nfants 
APRIL 


after 


6TH 


I Lectures on 
Hospital, at 5 p.m. 
Lecture 


treatment), by 


on 
Dr. 


7 Babies, 
tickets, 


by 
2s 


** Anesthetics ”’ 
Bligh 


Wall, 


Greenwich, 8 p.m. (free to nurses). 


APRIL 
League, 
from 9.45 a.n 

APRIL QrH. 

APRIL 
ference 
street 


and 
Tick 


STH. 


C.M.B 
281TH—-May 


Annual 


Exhibition, 


ets, 


gratis, 
Street, Piccadilly, W. 


meeting, 


meeting. 
lst.—Nursing 

Cavendish 
from 


and 


™ hofiel 
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Miller 


Dr. Kely 


(before 


He 


Nurses’ Miss 
University Hall, Gordon Square, W.C A 


Midwifery 


Rooms, 


Mort 


32 Sac 


d, 
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COMMENTS THE WEEK 
THe Minvwire DIrricvu.ry. 

RS. HEYWOOD JOHNSTONE has issued 
M: pamphlet on ‘* The Supply of Midwives 
neet the need in 1910,’’ and collected 
sta\istics and figures to show what the deficiency 
idwives may be when the Act comes into full 
ition, and many women now practising will 
to retire, leaving gaps in those places where 
presence OI a midwife is most essential, scat- 
i country districts many miles from medical 
Mrs. Johnstone has formulated a scheme, 
h she sets forth in detail, the essential idea 
hich is the establishment of small centres in 
| districts, with one or two midwives in each. 
Mrs. Johnstone is of opinion that the deficiency 
idwives should be largely supplied by educat- 
n midwifery women from the villages, ‘‘ who 
l be willing to continue their profession as 


OF 


has 


ofore women who would be willing 
to take it as an addition to their income, and 


therefore be dependent on the entire wage 
working woman.’’ It is a pity that Mrs. 
stone allows herself to repeat the well-worn 
oft-refuted accusation that the Central Mid- 

Board, by denying recognition to poor law 
aries as training centres, is adding to the 
ilties as to training. It has been shown 
and again that the non-recognition of such 
institutions does not prevent them from under- 
g the training of midwives, always suppos- 
here are enough cases available for such a 
se. Mrs. Johnstone further states that 
ns with such vast populations as Leeds, 
ster, Plymouth, and Southampton are totally 


leprived of the means of providing a qualification 
( idwives,’’ which is not the fact. Each of 
these places has one or more recognised teachers, 
sending candidates up for examination. 





PRIMITIVE MIDWIFERY 
recent number of The Lancet is an 
resting article on ‘‘ The Methods of Primi- 
lidwifery,’’ by Dr. Hellier, of Leeds. 
H. points out that the development of obstetrics 
lls into three stages—the primitive stage, the 
nt ediate stage, and the scientific stage. 
first was one of superstition and barbarity, 
knowledge whatsoever to govern treat- 


stage still exists wherever Western Science 
ntered. The human race has shown very 
precocity in the practice of obstetrics, al- 
n the departments of agriculture, sculp- 
etry, &c., they have originated and accom- 
much. Instances of present day brutality 
from sheer ignorance, in India, China 
Philippines, support this view. Dr. Hellier 
that possibly this is because man has no 
n primitive obstretrics, the uncivilised man 
1 certainly decline to concern himself in 
woman’s affairs. She is an_ inferior. 
rth so little, so easily replaced; good for the 


MIDWIFERY 
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bearing of children, to look after them, and to 
give satisfaction to her master, and especially to 
do the work of the field. As soon as she is a nuis 
ance, she is left, sold, killed, possibly eaten. ”’ 

‘* Obstetrics never began to develop till men took 
it from the exclusive practice of women, studied 
the mechanism of child-birth, and supplied th: 
necessary mechanical aids.’’ This was begun in 
a tentative manner during the intermediate stage 
—men wrote text-books to guide women, but were 
rarely admitted to the practical department. Ve 
sion and embryotomy were described, but not 
forceps. 

‘* The sixteenth century, which saw the birth of 
new worlds—of land, literature, and thought 
saw also the real beginning of scientific midwifery 
ushered in by Ambroise Paré, and received th 
more readily because of the exalted estimate of 
woman’s life which had been the result of the age 
of chivalry.”’ 

Dr. Hellier settles the objection which is often 
made to medical that the savag: 
or uncivilised races have such easy labours that 
scientific knowledge is unnecessary. He says that 
the statement is only true of women living a per 
fectly natural life, with and a 


missionaries 


outdoor exercise 


share of manual labour, and is seen best in war 
dering tribes, though even here uterine prolaps 
is frequent. Once interfere with these conditions 
and difficulties and dangers arise at once. Civil 


isation, and especially the intermarriage of dii 
ferent races, more particularly where the woman 
is the lower, and man the higher in civilisation 
soon produce difficult labours, and women wit! 
half-bred children often die in consequence. 

That scientific obstetric knowledge should bi 
widely diffused, is one object of the paper, and 
Dr. Hellier records his hearty admiration and re 
spect for those women who will take a full curri 
culum at home to carry their scientific obstetric 
skill afterwards to their suffering sisters in lands 
remote from civilisation. 

The actual methods employed in primitive mid- 
wifery form’ most interesting reading, and wi 
advise midwives to make a point of seeing the 





article. They will agree with the author that 
amidst an overwhelming quantity of rubbish t 
is possible to find a few grains of common sense 
IMMATURE INFANTS 
MMATURE Infants”’ was the subject of Dr. 


Kelynack’s second lecture at the Infants’ Hospital, 


Vincent Square, Westminster. Too sharp a line of 
division should not be drawn between these and pre 
mature infants, he said, for the former, though born 


at full time, were imperfect in development and vitality 
They were the congenitally weak infants. The scheme 
of human development does not begin at the paternal 
germal period nor the maternal germal period, but ex 
tends back through previous generations; for the child 
is an epitome of all the past. The first two months 
after conception he described as the embryonic period of 
growth, then to the end of the ninth month is the fetal 
period ; the first month after birth is the neo-natal period, 
and this is the all-important time of infancy, which 
ends with the thirteenth month of life. 


The causes of immaturity are various. The paternal 
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CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD 


tp ral Midwives board, a 


cann 
iry hinan 
Government 


rant were provide 


B., Colquhoun 
Applications for ay 
granted to Al 
ordan 
approved 
resolution was brought forward D\ 
arrangement for the payment of 
’ ; ata I | men summoned to assist certified midwiv 
MIDWIVES en made satisfactory the medical practition 
lectures ¢t midwives Une yuntry, the time has arrived for the Board to 





juestion, with special reference to the ef 
of the Midwives Act, 1902.”’ 

yusins’s speech showed ignorance 
Central Midwives Board, and of it 
sions this much-discussed questio1 

so often such a very un 

uantity, the anxiety on behalf of the medi 

sion, shown by Mr. Ward Cousins and Mr. 
vung, cannot fail to be a little amusing. The 
gratulate themselves on the equal keen 
y the representative of the Mi 

tkinson, to see that their 

overlooke is rare indeed to find 

f the medical profession so on the alert 

of this ki In the case in point, the 
amended, : r. Atkinson’s suggestion, 
sfactory respectively to the medical practitior 
idwives of the country.””’ Miss Wils 
the County Councils as Local 81 pervis 
were the propel bodies to be approache 
referred to the Standing Committe: 


+; } 
tihed n 





THE MIDWIVES’ INSTITUTI 
TT°HE lecture on ‘‘Cardiac Failure,’’ which 
| nave been g1\ Friday, March 27th, at 8 
, has had to be pe stponed 

he turer. Miss Fitzherbert, 

of the Women’s Freedom Le 

to address the members of the 

the Militant Suffragists.”’ 


friend 
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